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Abstract

The Quran has taken a unique approach in the
Quranic term

taking into account sound derivative and
semantic dimensions, and then employ them
in compositional context

this is why the Quranic spelling in this context
has all the care and attention from the moment
selected to the place of use in the Quranicmeten,
and then in every scene and story,and in every
beginning or ending of it we find a very special
and unique rhythmic styleand this is where
shaaraoui>s interest in Quranic individual
words came from, he followed the religious
Quranic explanation scientists who studied the
words of Quran carefully in order to uncover
its meanings , his(ShiekhShaaraoui) vision on
this matter was that Alllah (swt) chose and put
the right words in their right location in many
ways and in different connotations, in which it
is impossible to replace it otherwise, and that
features the one of the linguistic miracles in
the Quran,for there is a specific word to every
Quranic scene, and for every type of meaning
.there is a specific noun

key words:Quran,Vocabulary,Context,Signifi
cance, Miracles
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This paper aims to clarify methods of context of time and space for providing better
understanding of the Quranic texts. It also provides a brief study of the theme of surat Al-
Imran as a model application for this method. Nevertheless, the study does not overlook
The research clarifying the general meaning.the availability of other methods and contexts
of the concept of context and context of time and space and its distinguished place among
commentators and scholars in general. The study discusses through applying this method,
.the theme of Surat Al-Imran which is thesteadiness in faith and how to reach it

Key words: Context of time and space, understanding the quranic text, Surt Al-Imran, theme
.of the surat
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Osmaniya Uty)

2 Assam (Assam Uty (Silcher), Gauhati Uty) 2

3 Bihar (Arabic & Persian Post Graduate Institute) 1

4 Delhi (JNU, JMI, DU) 3

5 Karnataka (Mysore Uty) 1

6 Kashmeer (Kashmeer Uty, Baba Ghulam Shah Uty, IUST) 3

7 Kerala (Kerala Uty, University Clg, Calicut Uty, Farooq Clg, 7
Madeenathul Uloom Pulikkal, Maharajas (MG), Kasargod Clg)
Madhya Pradesh (Barkatullah Uty) 1
Maharashtra (Mumbai Uty) 1

10 Rajasthan (Moulana Abul Kalam Azad Arabic Persian 1
Research Institute - Tonk)

11 Tamil Nadu (Madras, New College, Jamal Muhammed) 3

12 Uttar Pradesh (AMU, BHU, KMC Urdu, LU Luknow, 6
Allahbad Uty, Arabi-Farsi Uty)

13 West Bangal (Aliah Uty, Gour Banga, Kolkata Uty) 3
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Abstract

The poeticality of semantic discrepancy is based on the contradiction between the
surface meaning and deep meaning. It has, powerfully, manifested itself in the poetry of
SaadDhalam which abounds in depictive force that unlocks the mystery of his personality
with all its comfort and discomfort. He utilized semantic discrepancy in a way in which
he fused it with the concerns of mankind and their freedom. His discrepancy is distributed
among surprise, wonder and irony and in the way in which he formulated words in the same
sentence and one sentence with another. It is, therefore, reflected in the imageries and the
relationship between expressions that refer to them, he used the phenomenon of filtering,
metaphor, personification, imagery, escalating imagery, traditional symbol and synesthesia.
He has mastered the linguistic tools and he employed them artistically with precision in
structural and lexical choice and their congruity using repetitive expression employing
meanings adroitly and successfully.Key words: Semantic, Imagistic, Discrepancy, Poetry
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God therefore made her taste the woe of
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Then struck we upon their ears with

. deafness
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Therefore , we covered up their (sense of)

(hearing (causing them to go in deep sleep
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And when the anger of Musa (Moses) was

calmed down

§ peldl o WAk : U dsd gsiol LS
blatal (V) « CagsINE BEE e L3Sl
ool s AL BaBY) et oo ¢ it
Glod ¢ 3] e Aol 035 LS ¢ SISV e
Bl Ob oo ade ds LY Ipss 4 i
790 00 dlxbodg)y wie lytas 3 Oelog . duShl

09 GV Sl

Bz Ll J] Lo 5 AJSs]5 TA 5 aslll 5,00l @ YOY



& ol ¢ Sodl SUI LT Jsz e hatlly
Olyas N4 sl &Ik (ks sk : Jlss g3
a30saall) Ble e Jsill sgiml SJ(V0E
Slall sl Csldll § Jies Bsese oo LS
Gorall) e Wy ez sy dlor oS

(¥Y):

JiSe poitrines
Il est conmaissant de Iétre des poitrines
Vs e J) Jolia 933 J=33 Yok: Ll anes

o) E Dolda Bols G288 Laldll 8 Ghis
™ o LS ddy> doo 3 39395 laez 3(Y4 ¢

And let not thy hand be tied up to thy neck;

nor yet open it with all openness
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And let not your hand be tied (like a miser)
to your neck , nor stretch it forth to its

(utmost reach (like a spendthrift
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Nous avons porté Noé sur un assemblage

de planches et de fibres de palmérs
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And his fruits were encompassed by
destruction. Then began he to turn down
the palms of his hands at what he had spent

on it; for its vines

were falling down on their trellises, and he
said, «Oh that I had not joined any other
«!god to my Lord
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So his fruits were encircled (with ruin) ,
and he remained clapping his hands (with
sorrow) over what he had spent upon it ,

whileit was all destroyed on its trellises
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And we bare him on a vessel made with

.planks and nails
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Et nous le portames sur un objet de

planches et de clous
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Summary

The concept of attention in linguistic and literarystudies has
knownnumerousproblematic, amongwhichwefindvaryingdefinitionsamongstthosew
orkingonitaswell as varyingdefinitions by the samescholar. Hence, inwhichrhetorical
science isitcategorized? And the preciseaimshidden in it. Takingintoconsidirat
iontheseproblematics or justsome of them, wemayagreethatweshouldstudythis
concept in accordence to Ibn ALathir, and thiscanbedonethroughreading the
conception and the purposes. Thus, wefoundthat the understanding of such
concept is not ambiguous to him, to a certain extent, but ratherclear in addition to
thatwefoundthathewasinnovative in discoveringmanyaims of itsbenifitsrelyingonth
erecommendations and the opinions of Al-zimakhchary. Webasedthisthesis on the
.opinions of manyscholars and critics
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word-processing breakthrough for home PC 8. www.actfl.org/news/position-statements/
users. role-technology-language-learning

Warschauer. M. & Healey. D. (1998). Comput- | 9. www.auralog.com

ers and language learning. An overview.
guag & 10. www.rosettastone.com

23 ® MAJALLA KAIRALA, JANUARY 2018



opportunity to learn and eventually master
the Arabic keyboard, a vital skill to develop
functional, native-speaker proficiency is the
goal.

Information technologies are the result of
knowledge explosion. Here teacher is not at
the center of the instruction and sole source
of information as in conventional teaching.
The teacher decides contents, experiences,
activities, locates the resources and guides
learners how to access and utilize the in-
formation for required outcomes. Informa-
tion technologies are restructuring teaching
learning process to meet the International
standards. Recent developments in instruc-
tional design often involve open educational
systems or open learning systems. The role
of technology in instruction and the role
of the teacher are integrated. Technology
not only supports the learner but also sup-
ports the teacher to play an effective role in
knowledge acquisition and knowledge con-
struction.

Computers and their educational impact
extremely efficient information processing
connected with its effective storing, structur-
ing, easy updating and developing aimed at

the generation of new information makes the
student active in a both creative and cogni-
tive sense. While preparing discussion mate-
rials and problem considerations teachers can
better concentrate on the discussion, conclu-
sions and instructional designing, which add
a new dimension to the process of teaching.
The systems of Technological developments
and new training paradigms have a strong in-
fluence on society. Information Technology
is evolving towards an integrated communi-
cation. At the same time training is evolving
from a separately planned external activity
towards an integrated learning working ac-
tivity.

By implementing Information and Com-
munication Technologies in Arabic teaching
process, it can improve the students interest
and also creativity thinking. ICT also plays
some important roles to assist teachers in
the teaching, provide them with tools to il-
lustrate some points or processes as well as
to support long distance educational system.
It’s concluded that, it is important to upgrade
teacher’s specialization and skill in ICT so
that they may identify, troubleshoot and
overcome various related problems in teach-
ing Arabic language.
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The Internet is a worldwide system of com-
puter networks - a network of networks in
which users at any one computer get in-
formation from any other computer. Many
instruc—tors already obtain authentic teach-
ing materials by browsing the Web. The
Internet>s encyclopaedic content and easy
navi—gational tools make it the ultimate
consultant. The Internet provides students
with a familiar, fun environment in which to
explore and discover Arabic. Proficiency is
closely linked to students» uti—lization of the
target language in a wide range of contexts.

Online information is available on Arabic
language. One can browse many Arabic
websites on the Internet, send and receive
e-mail, contribute to the information on the
internet, retrieve information from the inter-
net etc. Internet plays a vital role as knowl-
edge disseminator. Whether it is harmful or
useful, it depends on us how to decide. One
of the famous website is YouTube website.
You- Tube is a popular video sharing website
where users can upload, view and share vid-
eo clips. YouTube has become an enormous-
ly popular in teaching and learning process,
because video can be a powerful educational
and motivational tool. There are differ-
ent websites providing distance and online
Arabic courses. ICT is used to enhance the
teaching and learning of Arabic.

THE RESULT OF USING ICT IN
TEACHING ARABIC

The knowledge of Arabic is very wide and
one of the key motivating factors of ICT is
its ability to provide appropriate challenges
for pupils of all abilities The growth of in-
formation on Arabic makes it necessary for
teachers to embrace ICT to enable them ac-
quire current and wider knowledge in these
areas of teaching. Students also understand

more during teaching process. Internet spe-
cially provides many kinds of information
learning tools in education lines. The objec-
tive is to prepare them in solving problems.
One of the methods is by using multimedia
activities. By implementing ICT technolo-
gies in Arabic improve the students’ inter-
est and creativity thinking. ICT plays some
important roles that are to assist teachers in
the teaching, provide them with tools to il-
lustrate points or processes as well as sup-
porting long distance educational system.
The teaching and learning process in repro-
ducing knowledgeable community may be
achieved. It can be summarized that

it is used as a medium in the teaching to
develop a more creative thinking in the
Integrated Education process.

* it is a form of teaching aids that assists
the teachers’ presentations and save their
time.

» current education system requires more
innovative and creative teachers through
implementation of ICT.

» the Education in ICT should be an impor-
tant subject

The Problems of Teaching Arabic language
in an ICT era are inadequate awareness and
lack of skills while using ICT tools. Another
important factor is the lack of funds since the
materials are very expensive.

CONCLUSION

Word processing in Arabic gives students
more time to perfect their grammatical con-
structions and their use of appropriate vo-
cabulary and expressions instead of spend-
ing it constantly rewriting an assignment.
Word processing and e-mail give them the
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* check Arabic spelling and grammar in the
document

* look up Arabic words in the included the-
saurus and bi-directional dictionary.

MICROSOFT POWERPOINT
SLIDES

Microsoft Power-Point can be used to en-
hance the teaching and Learning of Arabic
by presentation. It helps to represent them in
a more meaningful way, using different me-
dia elements. By incorporating multimedia
elements into the project, the students can
be able to learn information better. These are
individual pictures which are projected on a
screen for a class to view. Slides can be used
with or without sound. The use of slides in
the teaching of Arabic is very attractive and
hence they are easily understood.

USING MULTIMEDIA TO
EHANCE THE TEACHING OF
ARABIC

Multimedia which include animation, audio,
video, graphic - both two dimensional and
three dimensional is another one of the most
complex and rapidly changing areas in ICT.
It can be very entertaining, Multimedia ele-
ments are efficiently utilized to enhance the
teaching and learning of Arabic. Audio and
video technologies are widely used by most
of the websites in order to improve the way
of information rather than presenting them
in the text-based format.

E-MAIL SERVICES IN ARABIC

Students and teachers can use e-mail com-
munication in Arabic by two meth—ods.
The first requires a fully Arabicized com-
puter. When an Arabic e-mail message is
sent through the Internet, the text is of-

ten garbled by the various servers through
which the e-mail travels. The end product
is an incomprehensible list of jumbled let-
ters and symbols. Most effective and easiest
way to send and receive e-mail mes—sages
in Arabic is not to depend on an Arabicized
computer. This practice grants the student
and teacher greater flexibility because they
can now send and receive an Arabic e-mail
from any computer in the world. For send-
ing and receiv—ing Arabic e-mail through
this method, signing up for a free account
with free online e-mail services with a pop-
up Arabic keyboard and a text descrambler.
This keyboard allows the students to click on
the letter of their choice with the pointer if
the computer is not equipped with an Ara-
bic keyboard. In addition to this feature, the
script automatically shifts from left-to-right
to right-to-left and back again depending on
the language of the e-mail message. Another
feature of such free online services is the text
descrambler that attaches itself to every out-
going and incoming message. If the recipient
of an e-mail opens it and finds a sequence
of jum—bled letters and symbols, clicking on
the text descrambler unscrambles the mes-
sage. The message miraculously appears
with perfect Arabic syntax and punctuation.

Since the emergence of Web browsers that
support Arabic text, Arabic e-mail, can be
used at many levels of language learning.
Students already use e-mail regularly in their
language for managing their per—sonal lives,
finances, academic life, and for exchanging
information with friends and family mem-
bers and utilizing e-mail exchanges is an im-
portant social and professional skill in Ara-
bic language teaching.

INTERNET AS A WONDERFUL
TEACHING AID
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teacher who manages and facilitates the lan-
guage learning environment.

THE ROLE OF ICT IN ARABIC
LANGUAGE TEACHING

Arabic is a unique language and it is writ-
ten from right to left in a cursive style. The
shape of individual letters varies depending
on their position within a word. Letters can
exhibit up to four distinct forms correspond-
ing to an initial, medial (middle), final, or
isolated position. While some letters show
considerable variations, others remain al-
most identical across all four positions. Gen-
erally, letters in the same word are linked
together on both sides by short horizontal
lines, but six letters can only be linked to
their preceding letter. It has a spoken variety
which is very distinct from the written vari-
ety. It is the official language of 28 countries.

Ninety percent of the world>s Muslims do
not speak Arabic as their native language but
in daily prayers, when reading the Qunan, or
even in simple conversations with each other,
Arabic rolls off any Muslim»s tongue read-
ily. It may be broken or heavily accented, but
most Muslims make the attempt to speak and
understand at least some Arabic. God’s final
revelation to mankind, the Quran, was sent
over 1400 years ago in the Arabic language.
Arabic thus serves as a common language
among this diverse community of believers.

To encourage the use of technology focuses
on using Arabic word processor, Arabic e-
mail, and Arabic language on the Internet.
Proficiency is used as an organizing princi-
ple in language-learning technologies. This
usage permits consideration of the ways in
which the Arabic language and technology
are primarily used by native speakers.

THE IMPORTANCE OF ICT IN
ARABIC LANGUAGE TEACHING

In this age of ICT and globalization, there
are many ways through which the ICT is
relevant to the study of Arabic. Some of the
relevant methods used to improve teaching
of Arabic language are

WORD PROCESSOR IN ARABIC

A word processor is a computer software
application that performs the task of com-
posing, editing, formatting, and printing of
documents. Microsoft Word is the universal
word processing program.

Fully supported Arabic word processor in
Microsoft Word include the ability to

* type right-to-left in an Arabic script

* type left-to-right in an Arabic translitera-
tion/Romanization font with built-in dia-
critics

e define an Arabic and Arabic translitera-
tion keyboard particular to the usens
need

» access an interactive pop—up keyboard
that displays which keys on the English
keyboard correspond to Arabic letters

» switch seamlessly between English, Ara-
bic, and Arabic transliteration fonts on the
same line of text

e search for Arabic and Arabic translitera-
tion fonts with diacritics within a docu-
ment

* copy and paste Arabic and Arabic trans-
literation fonts with diacritics to the clip-
board

19 © MAJALLA KAIRALA, JANUARY 2018



ers. There are many methods that can be
used in teaching process and one of the best
methods is by using multimedia activities.
For Arabic Language teaching, Arabic soft-
ware is needed to be installed in the comput-
er for multimedia presentations. Multimedia
presentations are usually used to describe a
topic and illustrate it using visualization of
objects and process. It is a medium to attract
the students’ interest in learning and teach-
ing process and hence is easily understood.

ICT IN LANGUAGE TEACHING

Communication and information technolo-
gies are integral to teaching and learning.
Technologies enable teachers and students
to access contemporary materials and glo-
balised communication interactions. It facil-
itates participation in the target language and
with its communities. Technologies increas-
ingly provide students with personalised,
flexible, asynchronous and networked learn-
ing opportunities.

Information and communication technolo-
gies have become significant in social and
economic development and in education.
Teachers can use technologies to achieve by

» requiring students to choose activities,
applications and modes of communica-
tion

+ selecting and using learning objects to
create learning tasks and sequences

 exploring the use of games and programs
that contextualise concepts

 exploring how texts may be constructed

+ discussing how students are positioned in
virtual spaces

+ engaging students in language and culture

simulations, modelling and creative tasks.

Technologies build learning communities by
enabling teachers and students to join online
collaborative projects and connecting with
other students, teachers and experts. Digital
technologies such as websites, emails, vid-
eoconferences, podcasts, music and video
streaming, etc. provide access to language
and culture and also a means of self-expres-
sion through language. For language teach-
ing, information technologies provide access
to a vast range of contemporary material in
the target language and about target language
communities. It aims to provide knowledge
that will improve understanding of the cur-
rent usage of technology. It assumes that the
teachers of the Arabic language who utilize
instructional technology can convey infor-
mation to the students more easily and have
the ability to use computers to solve their
educational problems.

The information age is characterized by
rapid technological advancements that have
become indispensable in all fields of life.
Technology has penetrated the entire world
and hence is the heart of such advance-
ment and developments to make the best
use of the technological inventions. Teach-
ers should mentioned the use of power point
presentations, online quizzes , smart phones,
tablets applications, youtube videos, social
media, educational CD in their teachings.
Technology is used to both assist and en-
hance language learning. Distance learning
programs can enable language educators to
expand language-learning opportunities to
all students. While technology can play an
important role in supporting and enhancing
language learning, the effectiveness of any
technological tool depends on the knowl-
edge and expertise of the qualified language
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These can help the teachers and students
having up-to-date information and knowl-
edge. Accurate and right information is nec-
essary for effective teaching and learning.
Students are independent and they can make
best decisions possible about their studies,
learning time, place and resources. They are
able to work in collaborative and interactive
learning environments effectively communi-
cating, sharing information and exchanging
ideas and learning experiences with all in the
environment .’

Information technologies are assumed to
play a constructive role in education to
make the teaching process more productive
through collaboration in an information rich
society. Information rich society promotes
new practices and paradigms for education
where the teacher has to play new role of
mentoring, coaching and helping students
in their studies. Students can learn indepen-
dently having a wide choice of programme
selection and access to information. Students
can be involved in skill oriented activities in
group learning environments for accumu-
lated knowledge. They can receive and use
information of all kinds in more constructive
and productive profession rather depending
upon the teacher. For productive teaching
learning process teachers and students have
to use information technologies according to
their requirements and availability. Informa-
tion technology can be used to promote the
opportunities of knowledge dissemination.
New and innovative teaching methodolo-
gies would be enhanced and encouraged by
these technologies, by virtual communities,
through global network of computers. The
global sharing of experiences would make
possible the group presentations, a form of
instruction in distance education.

INFORMATION COMMUNICA-
TION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

Information technologies influenced teach-
ing and learning occurs in a changed situa-
tion. There seems a shift from teacher cen-
tered teaching to student centered learning.
Using information technologies students
would have extensive experience with multi-
media equipments. In the era of information
technology teachers will be spending more
time in facilitating students rather delivering
lectures in the classrooms. They would be
working in groups, preparing and evaluating
instructional materials and organizing data
into meaningful information and accessible
forms. They will be offering group presenta-
tions to model and answer existing questions
and solve current problems in certain disci-
plines. They will also be demonstrating the
potential of skill development in students by
using information in problematic situations.
Information technologies would develop in
students, the ability of judging the validity
and precision of information. Learning by in-
formation technologies, students would ana-
lyze and explore the information to achieve
certain objectives of their study.

Information technology is the application
of computers to store, study, retrieve, trans-
mit, and manipulate data, or information. It
consists of three categories: techniques for
processing, the application of statistical and
mathematical methods to decision-making,
and the simulation of higher-order thinking
through computer programs. An innovative
teaching methodology in Arabic Language
is used by ICT equipments such as Media
player, digital cameras, mobile phones and
portable laptops. Learning Arabic language
using the latest ICT tools has generated tre-
mendous interest among non-Arabic speak-
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Role of Information and Communication

Technology (ICT) in Arabic Language Teaching

Beegom Benazir N
Technical Assistant. Department of Arabic. University of Kerala

ABSTRACT

Information technology is a set of tools to provide the right people with the right infor-
mation at the right time. It includes wireless communications, the information high-
way, asynchronous mode, integrated services digital networks (ISDN '), multimedia
applications, personal digital assistants, artificial intelligence, virtual reality, the inter-
active video, CD-ROM, compact video disc, Internet, www, teleconferencing, satel-
lites and e-mail. Nowadays, Computer and Internet are unavoidable and Information
Communication Technology is very important to meet up the challenges and also used
as learning tools in education lines. The processes on teaching Arabic proficiency
through ICT pointed out that the material taught becomes more understandable and
gain more experience and at the same time can achieve the objective of teaching. Ef-
fective teaching is based on the objective to develop the ability of students to have
skills with technology. Language teaching is a field which closely related to speech
and communication. Thus, the aspect of pronunciation learning is partly considered as
an important aspect in computer based language learning known as «Computer-Aided
Language Learning (CALL)», which also includes «Computer-Aided Pronunciation
Learning (CAPL)>. Both are important in teaching Arabic language. ICT are most
useful for teaching Arabic language to provide equal opportunity to all the students
and also motivates students to talk openly. It develops the listening and communica-
tion skills, as they hear correct pronunciation through their headphones. Also it can be
established that the interactive teaching software is very effective for learning Arabic
language.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
aT)

Information technologies’ have affected
every aspect of human activity and have a
potential role in the field of education and
training. The need of new technologies in
teaching learning process grows stronger

and faster. Knowledge is regarded as the
main source for socio-cultural and politico-
economical development of countries or na-
tions. The information age becomes an era of
knowledge providing sound and unmatched
feasibility for discovery, exchange of infor-
mation, communication and exploration to
strengthen the teaching learning process.

ROLE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY IN ARABIC LANGUAGE TEACHING ® 16



16. MadeenathulUloom Arabic College Souvenir.
Pulikkal: 1981. p. 43.

17. TirurangadiYatheemKhana Silver Jublee
Souvenir. 1970. p. 47.

18. Samastha at A Glance. Published by Samastha
Kerala Jam-iyyathulUlama. Calicut. 2007.p. 14.

19. Official Records of Samastha’s Head Quarters.
Chelari. Calicut. 2010.

20. Official records of Samastha Kerala Islam
MathaVidhyabhyasa Board. Chelari: Calicut.
2006.

15 ® MAJALLA KAIRALA, JANUARY 2018



they are responsible for hisfood. In return for
food, the student teaches the young children
of thehouse. This way, the best use of lim-
ited resources is ensured and in theprocess,
young generations get served with quality
education.

The carliest and well known dars
was in Ponnani, reputed to havebeen estab-
lished by ZainudheenMakhdoom, the senior
(1467-1521),which afterward came to be
known as the “Little Makkah of Malabar.”
Alarge number of students from many parts
of India as well as from outsideIlndia such
as Indonesia, Malaya and Java studied there.
In 1887, there wereabout 400 students in
Ponnanidars, while in 1996, the number was
about300. However, it was unfortunate, that
the centre could not be elevatedas an excel-
lent centre for Muslim education institution
in the future. Itconfined itself to religious

teachings alone.

Though the dars system produced
a large number of scholars andtheologians,
it was not free from terrific setbacks. The
teaching methodadopted by dars was defec-
tive. So that it could not be sustained far into
thefuture. It is contrary to some Western as-
sumptions of education whichillustrates the
different theories of learning. The Bi-polar
and the UnipolarTheories of Education, pro-
pounded by Adams, illustrated thescientific
relation between the educator and the edu-
cated. The formeradvocates the concept that
the teacher is active in teaching and the stu-
dentsare active in learning. The latter makes
passive either of them. The Darssystem
followed its own method mainly based on
by-hearting the lessons.Today, innumerable
Arabic colleges working in and around the
State arethe outcome of those primitive dars.
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lamic university, came intoexistence during
Fatimid rule in Egypt around that time.

In Kerala, madrasas were the cen-
tres of solo-teachers’ primaryArabic schools
set up adjacent to masjids. The imam of the
mosque alsoacts as the teacher of the Othu-
palli and gives basic Islamic education to the-
children reaching the masjid. The Mullakka
or Mulla or Muaddin were the assistantswho
helped the Imam to run the Othupally effec-
tively. Both boys and girlsare admitted there
for imparting primary surahs and duas from
Quran andto learn to read Arabic. They also
learn how to pray and perform other basic
Islamicteachings.

The method of teaching in these
schools is oral, the mullakkarecites the Su-
ras the students would be asked to repeat the
same until they are by-hearted. It followed
the system of pyal schools. The curriculum
waslimited in addition to the recitation of
Qur’an, dikhr, hamd, and swalath.This sys-
tem survives and now serves as centers of
Islamic education forstudents attending
schools where they learn various modern
subjects. Classesunder Othupallis are held
either before or after regular school hours
toaccommodate school going children.

Muslims of Malabar had developed
a separate script namely Arabi-Malayalam,
something like Urdu. It was Malayalam
written in Arabicscript, adapted to suite
the Malayalam alphabet. Arabi-Malayalam
scriptwas used to impart religious educa-
tion. New alphabets were devised byusing
diacritical marks on the Arabic alphabets to
represent Malayalamletters and provide for
local phonetics. It is a developed branch of
literaryvehicle and consisted of prose, po-
etry, Mappilapattu and Qissa. A largenumber
of eminent writers such as MoinkuttiVydyar

(1851-1891),ChettuvaiPareekutty ~ (1847-
1886), ChakkeeriMoideenKutty (d.1926),
O.Abu (1916 -1980), T. Ubaid (1908-1972),
PulikkottilHyder (1879-1975)had patronage
of Arabi-Malayalam literature. A series of
distinguishedpublications like Manivilakku,
Sathyaprakasham, Malabar Islam, Muslim,
Rafeequl Islam, Salahullkhvan, Al Islam
were published in this language.Some sort
of lessons from Arabi-Malayalam were also
taught inOthupallis.

Dars System

Kerala’s Dars system is unique and
unparalleled which is not found anywhere
else in India. Its scheme is genius in how it
utilizes the resourcesavailable in the com-
munity for the propagation of knowledge.
Most of theMasjids of Kerala are double-
storeyed. Probably the reason for thecon-
struction of the two storeyedMasjids was
to provide accommodationfor students. It is
most likely that this system might have start-
ed along withthe advent of Islam in Kerala.
The first Muslim Daee, Malik bin Deena-
restablished twelve Masjids across the State.
Most of them werebuilt in double storeyes.
The purpose of the second floor is not only to
holdthe overflow of worshippers on special
prayers such as Juma’, Ramadanand Eid oc-
casions, but it also serve as a place where a
group of studentscan be lodged and be com-
fortable. The first floor of the Masjid doubles
asa classroom during non-prayer times.

The most important feature of the
Dars system is that the education isfree for
the students. They get free education from
the imam of the masjid and their lodging is
free on the top floors of the building. These
studentsare also considered guests of the lo-
cality where the masjid is situated andeach
house in the area is assigned a student and
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EARLY SYSTEM OF MUSLIM EDUCATION IN
MALABAR

Dr. P. Nazeer
Asst.Professor. Department of Islamic History
Mannaniya College of Arts and Science. Thiruvananthapuram

The word Malabar, comprises of two sylla-
bles Mala and Barr.Mala is an ordinary Ma-
layalam word which means hill or mountain
andBarr is probably an Arabic word which
means land or country. As theArabs had
close contact with Malabar since time mem-
orable, mostprobably, it is a combination of
a Malayalam word Mala which means hill-
and the Arabic word Barrwhich means land.

Today, the area known as Malabar
now covers around six northerndistricts in
the political map of Kerala. It was part of the
erstwhile Madraspresidency for a long time.
Malabar constitutes 42.4 percent of the to-
talpopulation in the state and stretches over
45.01 percent of the land area. Itconsists of
Kasaragode, Kannur, Waynad, Kozhikode,
Malappuram andPalakkad. Kasaragode, the
last district was formed in 1984.

The system of Islamic education
must have started at the same time as the first
few Masjids were established in Kerala. This
system evolvedover a period of thousand
years and even though for a century there
was greatemphasis on modern education.
The Islamic education system survived and-
with the addition of some new trends it con-

tinues to thrive. Religiouseducation among
the Muslims of Malabar can be divided into
three distinctstyles - Othupalli, Dars, and
Madrasas.

In order to impart religious educa-
tion Muslims of Kerala evolved a simple
programme. They used Masjid as education-
al institutions.Students were fed by the vil-
lages from their homes. The villagers divid-
edstudents and teachers among themselves.

Othupalli or Maktab

Othupalli, a Malabaric terminology gen-
erally used to call madrasaor pallidars in
southern part of Kerala and Maktab in North
India. It is notquite different from their coun-
terparts in North India or any other Muslim-
countries. The origin of madrasa right from
the time of Prophet of Islam ashe established
first such <madrasa> in his mosque where he
would teachtenets of Islam and explain the
contents of the revelation, which hereceived.
The formal establishment of institution of
madrasa came intoexistence much later.
At first formal madrasa was established in
Nishapurin Khurasan, and the second was
Nizamia madrasa in Baghdad, both in the
11th century. Al-Azhar, the now famous Is-
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the right to conserve its distinctive language,
script and culture, and the right is conferred
on all minorities by Article 30(1). No infer-
ence can be drawn from Article 29(1) or Ar-
ticle 30(1) that a minority institution should

be maintained only for the preservation of its
language, culture or script. Thus a minority
educational institution can also impart gen-
eral education. %
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conserve the distinctiveness of ‘language,
script or culture’ of ‘any section of citizens
residing in the territory of India or any part
therein. Here a point that be noted is that
though the ‘linguistic’ part of the right, here,
1s common to Article 30, yet it is only Article
30 that gives a right to establish and admin-
ister educational institutions, exclusively to
all the religious or linguistic minorities, ‘of
their choice’. These rights contained in Ar-
ticles 26 and 29 are applicable to all the citi-
zens of the country which include the minor-
ities also. These three Articles should not be
read together, because these are concerned
with the nature of different rights. However
the relationship between Articles 29 and 30
has to be taken note of, particularly while
discussing their scope.?

Article 29(1) has two dimensions.
One it recognises that different groups
have different cultures; that these linguistic
and religious cultures are valuable for their
members; that members of minority cultures
can face disadvantages in a majoritarianism
society, and that, therefore, these members
need to be given explicit rights to their own
culture. Secondly, the right to culture is an
individual right, i.e. individuals are granted
the right to their culture. No provision is
made for those cases where the culture itself
may be under threat of dissolution, or where
it may be subjected to calls for assimilation.
Despite the drawback, this article along with
Article 30 which guarantees that all religious
and linguistic minorities are given the right
to establish and administer educational in-
stitutions of their choice, constitute cultural
and educational rights. >*

Sometimes it is said that the right
given to minorities in Article 30 (1) is re-
stricted to the establishment and administra-

tion of institutions of their choice in order
to conserve their language, script or culture
only. But that is not true. This erroneous is a
result of getting missed up with the contents
of Article 29, which should, generally, not
happen because these two Articles are dif-
ferent in four respects. These are: one, Ar-
ticle 30 (1) grants such a right to religious
and linguistic minorities only. Two, Article
29 (1) deals with language, script or culture,
while Article 30 (1) deals with minorities
based on religion or language alone. Three,
Article 29(1) is concerned with the right of
minorities to establish and administer educa-
tional institutions according to their choice.
Four, according to Article 29(1) the conser-
vation of language, script or culture can be
undertaken through any means without nec-
essarily establishing institutions; similarly
institutions established under Article 30 (1)
may not be the purpose of conserving lan-
guage, script or culture. The scope of Article
30 rests on the fact that the right to establish
and administer educational institutions of
their choice is guaranteed only to linguistic
or religious minorities, and no other section
of citizens has such a right. Further Article
30 (1) givers the right to linguistic minorities
irrespective of their religion. It is, therefore,
not at all possible to exclude secular educa-
tion from Article 30.

Article 29(2) contains a general pro-
vision under which the state cannot deny any
citizen admission to any educational institu-
tion maintained by or receiving aid from
on the grounds only of religion, race, caste,
language or any of them. This right belongs
to minorities as well as majorities. Article
29 (I)make it obvious that a minority can
do so through educational institutions, and
therefore the right to establish institutions
of its choice is a necessary concomitant to
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It consists of three broad divisions. These
divisions are Scheduled Castes, the Sched-
uled Tribes and the other backward classes."’
When the different categories of Backward
Classes are so discussed, it is generally pre-
sumed that they are an important minority
in this country. B. R. Ambedkar, the chief
spokesman of the Scheduled Castes, has
categorically supported the view that the
Scheduled Castes (Dalits) are a minority be-
cause their social, economic and educational
condition is worse than that of the citizens
and other minorities in India. '*He says:
“The Scheduled Castes are really a religious
minority. The Hindu religion by its dogma of
untouchability has separated the Scheduled
Castes from the main body of the Hindus in a
manner which makes the separation for more
real and far wider than the separation which
exists either between Hindu and Muslims,
or Hindus and Sikhs, or Hindus and Chris-
tians.” ' Thus the Dalits as a caste minority
is the world’s most oppressed minority ac-
cording to the label of the Supreme Court of
India. %

But there is another school in India
which has always refuted this contention and
has opposed this view tooth and nail. The
leader of the leaders, Mahatma Gandhi, un-
dertook a fast unto death against the Commu-
nal Award of 1932 under which these classes
were granted the separate electorates sought
by Ambedkar. K. M. Munshi, a devoted dis-
ciple of Mahatma Gandhi, remarked in this
respect in the Constituent Assembly: “The
Harijans, generally known as the Scheduled
Cates, are neither a racial minority nor a lin-
guistic minority, not certainly a religious mi-
nority.... The Harijans are part and parcel of
Hindu Community.” 2!

When the Constitution of India was

being framed, the representatives of these
communities in season and out of season
strongly pleaded their case in the Constitu-
ent Assembly for the recognition of this
community as a separate entity like those of
other minorities. S. Nagappa remarked in the
Assembly: “I do not claim that we are a re-
ligious minority or a racial minority. I claim
that we are a political minority. We are a mi-
nority because we were recognised all these
days and we are not given our due share in
the administration of the country, but that
cannot be forever”. In the same tone V. I.
Muniswami Pillai asserted in the Assembly:
“The untouchables who form one-sixth of
the population of this subcontinent are a mi-
nority community, because their social, po-
litical and educational advancement is in a
very low state”.

According to U. C. Sarkar “there
is a lot of difference between minority and
backward (class) though both of them imply
some weakness. The former is indicative of
weakness in number and the latter means the
weakness of intellectual level and cultural
progress.

Scope and Application of Article 30

Before proceeding to deal with the
question of the scope and application of Ar-
ticle 30, reference must be made to two oth-
er related Articles namely 26 and 29, which
though not exclusively for the minorities,
yet include, in their purview, the minorities.
For example, according to clause ‘a’ of Ar-
ticle 26, every religious denomination has
the right ‘to establish and maintain institu-
tions for religious and charitable purposes’
as long as these do not affect adversely ‘the
public order, morality and health’ these in-
clude temples, mosques, churches, monas-
teries etc. Article 29 deals with the right to
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These rights are grouped under “Cultural
and Educational Rights” (Art. 29 and 30).
These articles contain provisions to provide
cultural and lingual autonomy to minorities
in India. '

Indian Constitution on Minorities

Indian Constitution clearly speaks
about two categories of minorities like reli-
gious and linguistic. While speaking on the
concept of Minority in Indian context, G. S.
Pathak, Vice President of India remarked:
“The Constitution specifically recognises re-
ligious minorities, linguistic minorities, cul-
tural minorities, and minorities possessing
special scripts of their own, untouchables,
socially and educationally backward classes,
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes”."
According to G. S. Ghurye, an eminent So-
ciologist, “For the Constitution of India, mi-
norities based on culture, race or nationality
is non-existent and they being based only on
language or religion and by implication of
both in combination.” 2

Clause (c) of Section 2 of the Na-
tional Commission for Minorities Act,
1992, the Central Government hereby noti-
fies Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Parsis and Jains as minorities. '* Along with
these religious minorities we can add one
another group is that Jews, one of the oldest
religious minorities in India. In another view
Jainism, Buddhism and Sikhism are the pro-
test religions of India; Judaism and Zoroas-
trianism are the migrant religions; Islam and
Christianity are religions which perceived to
be products of conquest and colonialism. '*

To explain ‘linguistic minorities’
the Commissioner for Linguistic Minorities
states: “Linguistic minorities are minorities
residing in the territory of India, or any part

thereof, having a distinct language or script
of their own. The languages of the minor-
ity group need not be one of the twenty two
Slanguages mentioned in the Eighth Sched-
ule to the Constitution. In other words, a
‘linguistic minority’ at the State level means
any group of people whose mother-tongue
is different from the principal language of
the State, and at the district and taluk levels,
different from the principal language of the
district of the taluk”.'® From this enuncia-
tion it appears that the meaning and scope of
the term ‘linguistic minorities’ is wide and
comprehensive.

There is still another small but im-
portant minority of India called Anglo Indi-
ans. It is the only minority that possess ra-
cial, religious and linguistic characteristics.
What is an Anglo-Indian? The term ‘Anglo-
Indian’ was officially adopted by the Gov-
ernment of India in 1911. It was used to de-
scribe persons of mixed descent. The Indian
Constitution vide Article 366(2) defines the
Anglo-Indian as “a person whose father or
any of whose other male progenitors in the
male line is or was of European descent but
who is domiciled within the territory of India
and is or was born within such territory of
parents habitually resident therein and noted
established there for temporary purposes
only.” It is clear from this definition that the
term Anglo-Indian cannot be used for any
one whose father is an Indian and mother, a
European. Such a person is known simply as
an Indian. The religion of the community is
Christianity and the mother-tongue English.

When we analysing the minority
groups in India there may arise a question is
that Whether Backward Classes are Minori-
ties or Not? The Backward Classes consti-
tute an important section of Indian Society.
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the institution is established, was raised in
Kerala Education Bill reference in 1958.8

In Kerala the situation is different from the
rest of India. The people of Kerala especially
of Travancore and Cochin remained under
the native princely rulers while the people
of Malabar formed a part of the British Em-
pire. In Kerala the colonial powers emerged
themselves as agencies to liberate the poor
non caste Hindus from the clutches of the
caste Hindus. In the name manumission the
converted non caste Hindus assumed the
stature of minority Christians in Kerala.

Constitutional Vision of Minority
Rights

Even a casual survey of the Con-
stituent Assembly debates and proceedings
of the subcommittee on Minority Rights
would clearly indicate that the basic concept
behind minority rights was to preserve the
rich diversity of India and to give minori-
ties a sense of security and belongingness
without which, it was thought, they cannot
play that rightful role in the reconstruction of
the society. A belief in the secular and plural
traditions of India is also clearly reflected.
Secularism and Pluralism have always been
the basic bricks of Indian thought and cul-
ture. Pluralism is the keynote of Indian cul-
ture and religious tolerance is the bedrock
of Indian secularism. The concept Dharma
which represents all life ordering principles
emphasised the principle of “allowing others
to be others”. It also provided for a certain
free space to every individual, which is nec-
essary for self-actualization and enrichment
of life. Nehru was convinced that the growth
of civilization and culture lies in extending
the outer boundaries of this space allotted
to an individual/group. These concepts thus
provided a philosophical base which shaped

constitutional vision in relation to minority
rights. °

When India became independent, religious
minorities became very apprehensive of
their identity. The major religious minorities
of the day are Muslims, Christians Sikhs,
Buddhists, Parsees and Jains. The major
problem of the drafters of the Indian Con-
stitution was “how to maintain the unity of
India without losing its rich diversity.” The
aim was achieved by making secularism and
minority rights cornerstone of the Constitu-
tion.

Strategies of Protection for the Mi-
nority Rights

The minority rights of Indian Constitution
were protected by two strategies- Negative
and Positive. The negative strategy was
aimed at protecting the minorities from gov-
ernmental discrimination on the basis of their
minority characters. Therefore, non-discrim-
ination and equality clause were provided in
the Constitution to protect minorities against
any possible discrimination. These rights in-
cluded: Equality before law (Art. 14), Prohi-
bition of discrimination on grounds of reli-
gion, race, caste, sex etc. (Art. 15), Equality
of opportunities in public employment (Art.
16), Right to six freedoms (Art. 19), Right to
free profession, practice and propagation of
religion (Art. 25), and Freedom to manage
religious affairs (Art. 26). Negative rights
are individual rights and are available to any
member of a minority community along with
the rest of the population.

The positive strategy including, col-
lective rights which are available to minori-
ties as groups/communities. These rights
were designed to allow minorities to pre-
serve their language, religion and culture.
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ties are Muslims and Christians. The rise of
Muslims as a minority community in India
dates back to AD 712 when Muslims began
their inroads into India. During the Mughal
rule (1526- 1700) a large number of Mus-
lims migrated to India from outside. Also a
large section of Muslims have got converted
from the lower and weaker sections of Indi-
an society. The Muslim community in India
today comprises the local converts and the
descendants of migrants.

Prior to the advent of Muslims in In-
dia, two other religious groups- Christians
and Jews from Middle Asia had also made
their way into the southern part of India. The
other religious group that migrated to India
from Persia, in the seventh century AD, was
that of the Parsees-the followers of Zoroast-
er or Zarathustra. Fifteenth century AD saw
the rise of another religious group, namely
the Sikhs who were firmly established as a
separate religious group by the end of the
seventeenth century. > And after the com-
ing of Britishers in India, the Christians also
emerged as a prominent minority group.

As it is seen, India has had minorities
from time immemorial. But never in history
before the coming of British did the ques-
tion of protecting the rights of any particular
group concerning race or religion, caste or
culture arise. Before the advent of British
there was a good harmonious relationship
between all communities. Through which
they firstly divided Indian army, based on
tribal sectarian and caste distinctions. Fur-
ther this division occurred in Indian society.
In order to counter nationalism Muslims
were picked up for isolation. Another thing
related to the divide and rule policy was par-
tition of Bengal. Through this they wanted
to destroy the unity of Hindus and Muslims.

As aresult the Muslims® wanted to safeguard
their interests and in 1906, All India Mus-
lim League was formed and introduction of
separate communal representation, finds its
place in the constitutional history of India.

Initially this concession was for the Muslims
only, but in successive Acts it was extended
to the other minorities like Sikhs, Indian
Christians, Anglo-Indians, and even Europe-
ans and the Scheduled Castes. With the re-
sult that whereas in 1909 the electorate was
split into four communal and class divisions,
in 1919 it was fragmented into 10 parts and
in 1935 the number was raised to 17. 7 After
giving this brief account of the some of the
historical events, it is not difficult to arrive at
a conclusion that the policy of ‘Divide and
Rule” was deliberately followed by British
rulers with the avowed purpose of prolong-
ing their tenure of office.

The attempts to protect the rights of
minorities in India started from the early de-
cades of the 19th century but there was no
effort taken to define the term ‘minorities’
even during the time of framing the Con-
stitution of India. The Constitution of India
contains no definition of ‘minority’ and gives
no clue for the level of determination of mi-
nority status. It speaks of two categories of
minorities religious and linguistic- but pro-
vides no list of the minorities of either cat-
egory, though it does mention certain lan-
guages by name for a limited purpose. As far
as the failure of defining the term ‘minority’
by the Constitution of India is concerned the
judgements and clarification of the Supreme
Court of India have crucial importance. The
question whether the status of minority is
to be judged with reference to the popula-
tion of the country as a whole, or of the state
concerned, or of a part of the state, in which
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THE NOTION OF MINORITY RIGHTS

Dr. Abdul Rehman H

Assistant Registrar. University of Kerala

The term minority includes those non-dom-
inant groups in a population which possess
and wish to preserve stable ethnic, religious
or linguistic traditions or characteristics
markedly different from those of the rest of
the population. Such minorities should prop-
erly include a number of persons sufficient
by themselves to develop such characteris-
tics and the members of such minorities must
be loyal to the state of which they are nation-
als. ' The notion of ‘minority’ is a universal
and complex phenomenon. Today there is no
state in the world without some kind of mi-
norities viz. religious, linguistic, ethnic, ra-
cial, political, age, disabled, gender, sexual,
individual etc.> Although existence of mi-
norities is universal, the nature of minority
problem is not always and everywhere the
same. It has differed in form and intensity in
various parts of the world at different times
and has taxed the brains of statesmen, think-
ers and social scientists. *

There is no single definition of the term
minority as acceptable to all, and free from
criticism. Because in the international arena
there exist several types of minorities and
each section has its own specific character-
istic feature. A minority is a group of people,

who because of a common racial, linguistic,
religious pr national heritage which singles
them out from politically ‘dominant group’
fear that they may either be prevented from
integrating themselves into the national
community of their choice or be obliged to
do so at the expense of their identity”*

Genesis of Minorities and Minority
Rights in India

In the Indian context minority groups
came into existence due to the migration
from one place to another. The first such his-
torically known groups was that of the ‘Ary-
ans’, who moved into the present-day India
around 1500 BC. Rig-Veda, one of the most
ancient texts of early India finds references
about the coming of the Aryans. They sub-
jugated the earlier settlers, who later became
completely powerless and subdued. The ear-
liest native Indians, to become the oldest mi-
nority groups are those who call themselves
Dalits and adivasis today. Two religious mi-
norities also came into existence between
563-183 BC namely the Buddhists and the
Jains, as a result of the protests of Gautama
Buddha (563-483) and Mahavira (540-468
BC) against the supremacy of the Brahma-
nas.  The oldest known national minori-
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