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MAJOR THREE PRINCIPLES OF
ISLAMIC FINANCE IN THE PERSPECTIVE OF
ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE

Dr. Saeed TV

HOD, Dept. of Islamic Studies, Yobe State University, Nigeria
saeedtvs@gmail.com

Abstract

These three major principles denote another kind of financial ethics and rule which is
permissible under the Islamic laws. A careful study of these principles would suggest
that the Islamic or interest-free banking has more potential than the traditional
banks in the concept of development. In fact, one who study Islamic finance with
an open mind would come to an understanding that the Islamic financial system
brings the idea of the economic prosperity by summiting the all side of society.
particularly, the weaker sector.

The main principle related the Islamic finance is to keep its ethical standards. Hence,
the onus is on the Islamic banks and other Islamic finance institutes to regulate all its
financial operations and economic approaches being immersed in Shariah-complied
ethical standards. As Islam has provided rules and regulations patently on the whole
modes of transactions, they ought to pursue its ethical functions.

Islamic banking should be complied by the Shariah principles which will make all
the financial transactions in Islamic way. These principles are agreed by Quran,
Sunnah and Consensus of Muslim scholars. Mainly three principles should be abided
by the Shariah. “And whatever messenger has given you- take. and what he has
forbidden you. refrain from.” The major three principle are highly important in all
transactions. these principles are Ethical Standards, Moral and Social Values and
Liability And Risk. This research likes to explain these major principles in the light
of Islamic jurisprudence.

slamic banking should be complied | by Quran, Sunnah and Consensus of
by the Shariah principles which will | Muslim scholars. Mainly three principles
make all the financial transactions in | should be abided by the Shariah.” And
Islamic way. These principles are agreed | whatever messenger has given you- take.
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and what he has forbidden you. refrain
from” . The major three principle are
highly important in all transactions. These
Major three principles can be summarized
as below;

1. Ethical Standards

2. Moral and Social Values

3. Liability And Risk

1 - ETHICAL STANDARDS

The main principle related the Islamic
finance is to keep its ethical standards.
Hence, the onusis on the Islamic banks and
other Islamic finance institutes to regulate
all its financial operations and economic
approaches being immersed in Shariah-
complied ethical standards. As Islam has
provided rules and regulations patently
on the whole modes of transactions, they
ought to pursue its ethical functions. To
keep the ethical standards, there are four
kinds of prohibitions which should be
secured well. They are:

1. prohibition of interest

2. prohibition of gharar

3. prohibition of maysir (gambling)

4. prohibition of unethical businesses

Prohibition of Interest

In Shariah law, it is forbidden to earn
interest or Riba, to pay and write it in
documents as the Prophet Muhammed
(#) cursed the eater and feeder of interest
Riba is best translated today as the
charging of any interest, meaning money
earned on the lending out of money itselfl.
The prudent fact on giving and taking
interest or Riba is based on the principle

that money is only a medium of exchange
which possesses no self-value. Hence, it
is an evil to pay more money fixed in loan
as interest.

Money in Islam is not regarded as an
asset from which it is ethically permissible
to earn a direct return. Money tends
to be viewed purely as a medium of
exchange. Interest can leads to injustice
and exploitation in society. Genuinely to
this concept, Allah the Almighty says,

“O you, who has believed, fear Allah
and give up what remains [due to you]
of interest, if you should be believers 2.

“Those who devour usury will not stand
except as stand one whom the Evil one
by his touch Hath driven to madness.
That is because they say: “Trade is like
usury, “but Allah hath permitted trade
and forbidden usury. Those who after
receiving direction from their Lord,
desist, shall be pardoned for the past;
their case is for Allah (to judge); but
those who repeat (The offence) are
companions of the Fire: They will abide
therein (for ever).3”

Likewise,

“And whatever Riba you give so that it
may increase in the wealth of the people,
it does not increase with Allah*”.

There are three major rules or principles
prescribed by Islamic jurisprudence
concerning Riba. They are:

1. Any benefit gained from a loan
financing is Riba unless the debtor
gave it as Hadya which becomes
thereafter Sunnah or desirable
action.
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2. If the lender makes condition of
providing excess sum of money
during the repayment.

3. According to Allah, Ribais a worse
crime than continued adultery.
Quran has prohibited Riba by
versifying in eight places.

This means that the lender is obliged to
accept either a guarantee of repayment of
the loan or a return on his capital by way
of sharing with the borrower in profit. It
follows that the lender is only entitled to
profit on the loan if he is also prepared to
accept a loss should that occur.

Riba, in Arabic, literally means an
increment or addition. In the Islamic
terminology, interest means effortless
profit or that profit which comes free
from compensation or that extra earning
obtained that is free of exchange-.

Types of Riba

Riba is classified in to different types.
some scholars opines that the the Riba
of the pr- Islamic time is the prohibited
one. “Despite there are many types of Riba
prevalent in the world and the Qurannever
stipulated any specified one, the fact of its
prohibition in Quran is the prohibition
of interests which were common in the
pre-Islamic days”;°. Riba is forbidden
on the basis of Quran, Sunnah and Ijma’
(consensus) as the Prophet Muhammed
(#) said, “Do not sell one dirham for
two dirhams, for I fear for you regarding
Riba”®. The scholars of jurisprudence have
long discussions and research on Riba.”In
the purview of Islamic jurisprudence,
there are two types of interests”’:

1. Credit interest
2. Sales interest

Credit Interest

Within the parameters of credit interest,
money and other wealth include. This
type of interest is sub-divided into other
two types:

1. Interest of the age of ignorance:
the Arabic terminology used for
this is Riba al-Jahiliyyah. It can be
described as “the interest imposed
by the lender to the debtor in high
level if he couldn’t repay it in the
stipulated date”8. Actually, it is
an increase on the original loan
which is not mentioned during the
contract. It was common before the
advent of our Prophet Muhammed.
This kind of interest could be
seen, nowadays, in the financing
modes of modern conventional
finance institutions related with
the deferred payments. there is
exploitation by collecting a large
amont of money easily and without
effort. “The main objective of this
is to earn a large amount of excess
money abruptly in pretext of the
deferment™®.

2. Loans Interest: in the Arabic
terminology, it is known as Riba
al-Qardh. This Riba al-Qardh. it
is widely practiced in almost all
conventional banks. ”Loan interest
is the interest as an increase on
the original loan money which is
required in the contract”.19. the
scholars have been explain the
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difference in between two. “The
difference between this and the
previous one is in the stipulation
during the contract™1,

Sales Interest

This type of interest is confined
to transactions in gold, silver and
commodities of rice, wheat, barley, millet
and dates. But, some Muslims jurists
broadened the commodity data as they
allow the inclusion of staple and basic
commodities. Like the credit interest, the
sales interestis also of two kinds. They are:

1. Riba al-nasi’ah

The term nasi’ah means to postpone. It
refers to the interest on the loans. It occurs
when the similar kinds of commodities are
exchanged in trade, it is needed juristically
transact each other immediately although
their quantities may be equal. the bank
or persons fix a time to repay. the make
the condition that the party has to repay
the amount within a period. “In modern
operations, it indicates to the time period
that is allowed for the borrower to repay
the loan in return for the addition of the
premium”!2. Fixing an excess amount is
not allowed in Islam. In the view of the
scholars of Islamic jurisprudence, “the
fixing of an excess over the original loan
amount in advance as areward for waiting
is forbidden”13.

2. Riba al-fadl

Riba al-fadl is the increased money over
the original amount of the loan. It lies in
the payment of an addition by the debtor

to the creditor in exchange of commodities
of the same kind.

Riba al-fadl is forbidden according to
the Hadith that Abu Said al-Khurdi said:
“the Prophet Muhammad (%) has said that
gold in return for gold, silver for silver,
wheat for wheat, barley for barley, dates
for dates and salt for salt, can be traded if
and only if they are in the same quantity
and that is should be hand to hand. If
someone gives more or takes, then he
is engaged in Riba and accordingly has
committed a sin.”

In short these two types of the sales
interest is prohibited by the following
Quranic verse:

“Allah has allowed trade and prohibited
Riba™*

Extracting from the above-mentioned
verse, the Riba-al nasi’ahrelates to loans
while the Riba al-fadl relates to trade.

Prohibition of Gharar

The term Gharar is referred those
operations which contain the elements
of uncertainty, ambiguity or deception.
But, in practical application of a
commercial transaction, it means either
the uncertainty of the goods or its price,
or tricking the customer on the price.
In the markets all over the world, in the
contemporary period, the gharar has
become an unavoidable element as it
spread deeply in the whole aspects of a
market!®,

Therefore, the insurance contract in
conventional financing is prohibited in
the viewpoint of Islamic jurisprudence
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as it contains the elements of gharar in
high exponential level. This is because
the policyholder in an insurance contract
enters into an agreement to pay a certain
amount of premium and in turn, the
insurance company guarantees to pay a
certain amount of compensation in the
time of disaster. But, the compensation
amount it provides is uncertain and it is
unknown the stipulated time, date and
mode of disaster.

Prohibition of Gambling

The Arabic term for gambling is Maysir as
it has another terminology Qimar. In the
current practical arena, gambling is an
arrangement between two or more parties,
in which possession of a property makes
ambiguous condition in which there is a
loss for one party and a gain for the other
with no stipulation by an uncertain event.
It is forbidden is Islam, as paves the way
to the elimination of effective productivity
and mustering wealth with no exertion.
Therefore, muslims are prohibited to
approach any kind of financing enterprises
and transactions which is comprised of
gambling.

Prohibition of Unethical Businesses

The other major principle of Islamic finance
is that all the financial transactions should
be free from the prohibited elements and
forbidden products and services as it is
needed to make it Shariah-complied.
The financing agents are obliged to be far
away from the business of alcoholic and
prohibited drinks, and foods like pork.

It should be free from immoral services
like prostitution, pornography and other
immoral entertainment. It is because of
the farsightedness of making the society
conformed to friendly environment.

MORAL AND SOCIAL VALUES

The third guiding principle concerns moral
and social values. The Qur’an calls on all
its adherents to care for and support the
poor and destitute. As for the social aspect
of Islam, the Islamic finance institutions
are obliged to adequate services to the
needy persons. This is not confined to
mere charitable donations but has also
been institutionalized in the industry in
the form of profit-free loans. But, many
banks find it as mere to tool to generate
profit for its own favour.

An Islamic bank’s operation includes
certain social projects, as well as charitable
activities. If a person needs hospital
assistance or scholarship for higher
education, the free - loan provided by
Islamic banks is called Qardh Hasan. Qard
hasan is practiced in islamik banks. the
people are benifited by this instrument of
Islamic bank. it never collect interest on
it. The bank fix the period and the person
canrepay the amount on the ied time “In
normal condition, it is paid free or for a
period of one year with no imposition of
interest.”16

LIABILITY AND BUSINESS RISK

The main principle of Islamic finance is
its fitness to share in the risk and profit
of all financing operations. After the
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termination or completion of contract,
the returning property from it should
be provided either any business risk
or applied such as supplying an asset,
if not, the financier is, from Shariah
view of Islamic jurisprudence, not only
an economic parasite but also a sinner.
This principle is derived from a direct
Hadith of the Prophet Mohammed (),
“Profit comes with liability”. What this
means is that one becomes entitled to
profit only when one bears the liability,
or risk of loss. By connecting profit with
the possibility of loss which is the main
perspective of concept of risk, the Shariah
distinguishes permissible profit from all

other forms of gain.”"”

So, the onusis on all the Islamic banks
to establish a Shariah advisory agency
which is prevalent nowadays in the name
Shariah Board to ensure the movements
of all financial operations complied with
Islamic Shariah. The board members
should be those scholars who are well-
equipped with the financial jurisdictions
of Islamic jurisprudence unlike the
current practice. As for the current status
of Shariah boards of many Islamic banks
unlike in Malaysia, the Shariah advisory
members are those kinds of scholars who
refuse the authenticity of Madhab based
Islamic jurisprudence.
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ARABIC LEARNING: A COMPUTER ASSISTED
PRACTICAL FRAMEWORK

Beegom Benazir N

Technical Assistant, Dept. of Arabic, University of Kerala

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to make Arabic learning easy through language lab software.
It includes interactive multimedia practices. Language is one of the most essential
means of communication in our life. Nowadays, Arabic language is one of the most
vital languages in the world. It also deals with the possibilities of computer in
education through interacting environments!. Computer Assisted Language learning
is to promote autonomous learning, as students can work alone at their leisure.

Arabic script

Arabic is a unique language and it is
written from right to left in a cursive
style. The shape of individual letters
varies depending on their position within
a word. Letters can exhibit up to four
distinct forms corresponding to an initial,
medial (middle), final, or isolated position.
While some letters show considerable
variations, others remain almost identical
across all four positions. Generally, letters
in the same word are linked together on
both sides by short horizontal lines, but
six letters (s« .y« 3. 5. 1) can only be linked
to their preceding letter. It has a spoken
variety which is very distinct from the
written variety. It is the official language
of 28 countries.

Language lab

The language laboratory is an audio
or audio-visual installation used as an
aid in modern language teaching. The
traditional system generally comprises a
master console (teacher position) which
is electrically connected to a number of
rows of student consoles.

The teacher console is usually fitted
with master playback source equipment,
some means of monitoring of each in
the class via the teacher headset and
an intercom facility offering 2-way
communication? between teacher and
student. The teacher remotely controls
the students console from the master
console. This allows for easy distribution
of the master program material, which
is often copied at high speed onto the
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student positions for later use by the
students at their own pace.

Once the master program had been
transferred onto the student recorders,
the teacher would then hand over control
to the students. By pressing the record
key, the student would simultaneously
hear the playback of the program whilst
being able to record his or her voice in
the pauses, using the microphone. This
isknown as an audio active-comparative
system.

Digital language labs

The principle of a language lab essentially
based on a teacher-controlled system
connected to anumber of student booths,
containing a student’s control mechanism
and a headset with a microphone. Digital
language labs have the same principle.
There are different features of language
lab, which make the students to have
interactive session. There will be less
miscommunication because of direct
nature of the sound transmission. It also
provides the privacy that encourages
the shy students to speak without any
hesitation. In addition instructor can
speak to individual or group of students
in privacy without interrupting rest of
class. Learner will show more enthusiasm
and excitement in learning lesson because
of learning lab system. Teacher can look
after each student, which is not possible
in case of the regular classroom. In a lab
instructor can communicate with many
students by pressing a mouse key in
order to talk with students. Efficient use
of time and learning efficiency is much

more than usual classroom learning. This
set up fosters more interactive session
between students and teacher. The
language lab brings variety in teaching
learning process instead of boring verbal
centered teaching. The student’s progress
can also be monitored regularly so that
teacher can provide feedback based on
individual pace and ability. Finally, the
students can learn the lesson at their
own pace thus allowing the classroom as
student-centered approach.

In the current digital age3, advancement
in technology has metaphorically brought
the world into our living room in the form
of TV or internet which allow us to watch
events happening in other countries or
talk to friends and family living in another
continents via internet. As aresult, we are
exposed to different languages, cultures
and traditions of people from all over the
world. As we live in multilingual and
multicultural world, language lab can
greatly help students to learn language of
their choice, as it will allow students to
learn at their own pace. They can record
and assess their performance to make sure
that they are paying attention to all aspects
of phonetics such as pronunciation,
accents and stress etc. The language
lab provides access to native-speakers
via audio-video aids so that they learn
correctly. Given large number of students
pursue higher studies outside their home
country; language lab would help them
in studying the language of the country
where they are planning to pursue their
higher education. It is also important
that the layout of the lab is conducive for
effective communication and monitoring
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of the students. As strong communication
skills are essential in almost all of the
professional careers, language lab can
help in acquiring this important skill.
Minimum system requirements to

install the language lab software

P4 3GHz/AMD3000MHz

1GB DDR2 RAM’

160 GB SATA Hard Disk

Onboard LAN with Audio

Web Cam

Headphone Student Computer

P4 3GHz/AMD3000MHz

256MB DDR RAM

80GB Hard Disk

Onboard LAN with Audio

Headphone Operating system

Microsoft Windows 2003 Server

with service pack 2. (Teacher

Application)

Microsoft Windows XP with service

pack 2. (Students Application)

Microsoft Office 2007

Networking

Lab should be networked

Language lab is networked application

and it is working as a client-server
architecture. Teacher console or software
(server?) is the core part of the software
and students console or software’s re
working like clients. Student software
is the client part on the solution. Before
installing the student software, check
the availability of Teacher computer on
the network. Student software will not
get the connectivity with the Teacher
software if Teacher computer is facing any
of the networking problems. It is essential
to check and verify the network status
before proceeding with the installation.

Features

Communication is the unique feature
available. Without communication any of
the language labs will not be full fill with
features. For the communication with the
students the following methods are used:
Individual Text chatting
Group / Multiple Text Chatting
Teacher to student voice chatting
Group discussion

- Talk with all students

Individual text chatting helps the
teacher to communicate each students
separately. It displays the list of students
available in the list box and select the
students want to chat. The name of
students name will be appear in the top
of the dialog box and type text and click
the send button.

Group text chatting helps the teacher to
communicate or make a group discussion
in a group. It displays the list of students
available in the list box and select the
students want to group discussion and
click the ‘Add to group’ button. The
student name will be appearing in the
Group list box and click the ‘Start’ the
button to start the group discussion.
To stop the discussion click the ‘Stop’
Button and want to remove a student
from group select the student name and
click the Button ‘Remove’. In the same
time students can communicate or send
messages each in a group.

Call a student helps the teacher to talk
a student individually. It displays the
list of students available in the list box
and select the students want to talk. The
student name will be appearing in the top
of the dialog box and click the ‘Start Call’
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button. When that time teacher can hear
a bell. When student accept the call, can
start talking. For end talking click the
‘End Call’ Button.

Talk to all students helps the teacher to
talk all students in a lab. Click the Start
Talking button. Then teacher can talk to
all students. For end talking, click the
Stop Talking button.

Whiteboard?® helps the teacher to draw
some diagrams to all students in a Lab.
click the ‘Tools and draw in whiteboard.

Student also have the facility to
communicate with the teacher. Student
can seek help from the teacher and can
make personal conversations without any
others presence. Student communication
are using text chatting, group chatting,
call teacher, talking with the teacher,
participating in group discussions.

Utilities
The utilities are called tools in the language
lab. Teacher has the facility to create or
develop their own materials with the
help of these utilities. Teacher can create
audio, video and script attached audio
files and can broad cast to the students.

Main utilities are

- Audio Recorder

. Video Recorder

. Advanced Audio Recorder

« Advanced Multimedia Player

. Lesson Creator

. Compare Voice with Graph

Audio recorder helps the teacher to
create his/her own lesson. For this, click
the ‘Record’ Button and give the name of
file. Then teacher can record lesson in a

microphone connected the system. After
Recording, Click the ‘Save’ Button To save
the file. Then the ‘Open’ Button helps to
open that lesson and ‘Play’ Button Helps
to play that recorded lesson. It easily
create wave format® audio files.

Video (Webcam) Recorder helps the
teacher to create his/her own video lesson
in AVI formats. For this, Click the button
‘Capture Video’ to start recording and
‘Stop’ button helps to stop recording.
After stop recording give the file names
to save the recorded streams. The ‘Save
as Bitmap’ Button helps to take one
screenshot from Cam and can save it.

Advanced recorder helps the teacher
to create his/her own lesson in mp3
formats. For this, give the name of file
name in ‘file name’ box and want to set
any audio settings use the audio settings
part. Then click the ‘Record’ Button, it
starts recording. Want to stop recording
Click the ‘Stop’ button. After stop
recording, click the ‘Play’ Button to play
that recorded lesson. It is High quality and
technological audio MP3 format lesson
creating

Advanced multimedia player helps to
play or support all kind of audio and video
file formats. For open a lesson, click the
‘Open’ button and choose a lesson file.
For playing, click the ‘Play’ Button. The
‘Stop’ button stops the lesson player. The
‘Pause/Resume’ button pause or resume
the lesson played in the player. The
‘Mute On/Off’ button helps to mute the
sound of the player. The ‘Close’ button
closes the played lesson. It support
all type of audio /video formats like
wma,wmv,3gp,dat,flv,vob,ogg etc.
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Lesson Creator helps the teacher to
create combined lesson with script and
audio. Click the ‘Open Audio File’ button
to open an audio file and ‘Open the Text
File ‘button to open the text file. After this
Click the ‘Attach’ button to combine these
files. You can click the Remove Lesson
button to remove the attached script from
audio files. Once audio files are generated,
they should have the lyrics or script along
with them for reference. Along with the
audio file teacher can attach scripts.

Compare Voice with Graph

Graphical representation of an audio
file. Students can able to listen, repeat
and compare the original passages and
their own speech.

Broadcasting

Broadcasting in language lab means
course materials or lessons transferring
to students. Language Lab Teacher can
able to broadcast all type of materials
to the students for practicing. Teacher
has the facility to broadcast audio, video,
flash, ppt, pdf, documents, animations...

- Lesson Sharing

- Broadcasting lessons to all students

- Preview Centre

Lesson Sharing is the important feature
of Language Lab. This helps the teacher
can share lessons to the students. Click
the ‘Open’ button to open lessons to the
lesson list box. Click the ‘Arrow’ button
helps to share the students. These lessons
are only available to the students. The
‘Delete’ and ‘Delete All’ buttons remove
lessons from particular list boxes. The
‘Students Submitted Lesson’ window

displays lessons that the students transfer
to the teacher. The ‘Preview’ Button helps
to view the content of file. Teacher has the
facility to share lessons like audio, video,
flash, ppt, pdf, documents, animations
etc to students. The shared lessons can
view in Preview Centre of Language Lab.

Broadcasting lessons helps the teacher
can send a lesson to the selected student.
In the Students List select the student and
click the ‘Add’ button to add astudent. The
‘Remove’ button removes the student from
list. For transfer a file, click the ‘Browse’
button and open a lesson file and finally
click the ‘Send File’ button to transfer a
lesson to student. Teacher has the facility
to broadcast” audio, video, flash, ppt, pdf,
documents, animations etc.

The Preview Centre Displays the
lessons can preview. Select the lesson
from the left side of the lesson list box
and it may Preview on that dialog box. If
there is no lesson in a Lesson Sharing, no
lessons available in Preview Centre also.
Also make previews like audio, video,
flash, ppt, pdf, documents, animations
etc to students.

Students can submit lessons to the
Teacher. For this, Click the ‘Browse’
Button and open a lesson and click the
‘Send File’ button to transfer file to
teacher. The transferred lesson will be
displayed in ‘Lesson Sharing’ of teacher
Application.

Monitoring & Controlling - Teacher
have the provision to monitor and control
the student computer. Teacher can able
to view the student’s desktop on teacher
software and can shutdown, restart and
close the program.
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Conclusion

Teacher computer or system is the Core
part of the Language Lab system. All
features are available in Teacher Console.
Connection manager ensures stable and
reliable connection with the students.
The system automatically notifies if any
problems happened between a student
and teacher system. Whenever teacher
adds a new file to the shared library, the
system sends the new lesson details to
student. Teacher is able to take care of
individual student.

Student console needs to login before
starting a session. Students are able to
listen to files from their own library, learn
pronunciation etc. will work. When a
student PC gets connected with the
teacher PC, it automatically reads out
the lessons list from the Teacher Shared
Lesson database. Student can either play
lessons directly from student console or
they are able to download the lessons to
their own local folder.

Multimedia files are most useful for
teaching any languages. With audio files
we can study the pronunciation styles,
accent etc. Video files can be shown
to teach the lip moments. When user
clicks on record button, the audio will

start playing the reference track as well
as records the new voice from user.
Simultaneous process will take place.
After stopping the comparison, the audio
file saves automatically. Compare button
will be active if a successful recording is
done. To play the recorded lesson just
click on the compare button. The system
plays both sounds automatically. Thus
students/ teacher are able to compare
their pronunciation skills. Group
discussion (GD) is the essential part of
Career Development. Teacher is the
authorized person to start or end a GD at
anytime. At the time of GD, students are
not allowed to do anything more than GD.
Control over student is maintained and
hence to keep discipline while talking.

Finally, it can be assured that this
software is efficient to learn or teach
Arabic language and it is very simple to
use. It provides equal opportunity to all
the students and also motivates students
to talk openly. Furthermore, it develops
the listening and communication skills,
as they hear correct pronunciation
through their headphones. Also it can be
established that this interactive teaching
software is very effective for learning
Arabic language.

References

Bernikova O.A. “The Arabic Language and
Innovative Methods of Teaching and Linguistic
Research”; Arabic Language and the Internet
(2011).

Brown, H. Principles of Language Learning and
Teaching (3rd ed.). Englewood Cliffs, New
Jersey: Prentice Hall(1994).

Figura, K. and Jarvis, H. ‘Computer-based
materials: a study of learner autonomy and
strategies’ System (2007).
http://www.aboutworldlanguages.com/
ArabicOverview.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_script.
Mark Whiteman, Learning Spoken Arabic

ARABIC LEARNING: A COMPUTER ASSISTED PRACTICAL FRAMEWORK ® 15



through Computer-Assisted Instruction: An
integrated approach

Osama Abufanas, Computer Aided Language
Learning System for Arabic for Second Language
Learners, World Academy of Science, Engi-
neering and Technology International Journal
of Social, Behavioral, Educational, Economic,
Business and Industrial Engineering (2013).
Redkin O.1., Bernikova O.A., “Applying of

technical equipment in teaching of the Arabic
language”; Asian and African Studies,
St.Petersburg, (2006).

Ryding, K. “Educated Spoken Arabic: A Flexible
Spoken Standard” in Teaching Arabic in the US,
NECTFL.

User Manual, Learnsoft Language Lab (2009).
Zinnia Afriediza, The advantage of using
computer-assisted language learning (online).

Endnotes

An Interactive environment is the broad term
used to categorize forms of computer-based
media that instructs, communicates, and
entertains as a result of user action.
Two-way communication is a form of
transmission in which both parties involved
transmit information.

The digital age, also called the information
age, is defined as the time period starting in
the 1970s with the introduction of the personal
computer with subsequent technology
introduced providing the ability to transfer

information freely and quickly.

Aserver is acomputer program or a device that
provides functionality for other programs or
devices.

It allows users in different locations to
simultaneously view a running application or
view someone’s drawings on screen.
Waveform Audio File Format is a Microsoft and
IBM audio file format standard for storing an
audio bitstream on PCs.

Broadcasting is a method of transferring a
message to all recipients simultaneously.
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ducation is an important
accomplishment of mankind. It is
more important than his invention
of tools, machines, spacecrafts, medicines,
weapons and various languages. Man
without education would be living just
like an animal. It is education, which
transforms man from a mere ‘two-
legged animal’ into a human being. It
is a matter of critical importance for
an ideological society. It can survive
only if the programme is structured in
accordance with a specific ideology to
which the society is committed. Just as
subjects of Anatomy and Chemistry are
essential for the practice of medicine,
so the areas of organized knowledge are
essential for the practice of education.
These areas are called the Philosophies of
Education, which provide the intellectual
underpinnings of educational practice.
The word ‘education’ is like a diamond
which appears to display diverse colours
when seen from different angles. It is as
basic to civilization, to social survival,
as reproduction and nutrition are to
biological evolution.
AmartyaSen observes that “education’s
direct and immediate purpose is to make
people better informed, more able,

more skilled and more enlightened.”
Throughout the history of the world,
no uneducated community could come
forward and keep pace with the society.
“To be illiterate and ignorant is to be, in
many ways, a handicapped victim of
social inequalities.”

Education, as defined in the Oxford
Dictionary, is “the process of bringing
up (young person’s) / provide systematic
instruction for/ train or instruct mentally
or morally/ schooling and training given
to the young (and, extension, to adults) in
the preparation for the work of life; and
also, culture or development of powers,
formation of character.”

Great educators in the past explained
the term “education” as the art of
“leading out”. This explanation was
provided by the derivation of the term
“Education - E” means “out of “and
“duco” means “to lead”. Thus education
is to draw out rather than to put in. The
whole of education - intellectual, moral
and physical, consisted in leading out the
innate knowledge, virtues and powers
of the child making the potential actual.
Education has therefore, always been an
indispensible part of human life.

Education occupied great significance

EDUSLAMIA: RENAISSANCE OF EDUCATION THROUGH THE PRISM OF IsLam @ 17



in human society since time immemorial.
The means and ways of the mechanism
have varied from time to time. Perhaps,
it was subject to transformation from
primitive period to medieval and medieval
to modern. The phenomenon of education
might have undergone transformation
in accordance to the ideology of the
society. However, we do not have an exact
abstraction of the education system which
was prevalent in the primordial epoch.
Education is a dynamic concept. It
is interpreted both as “subjective and
objective”. Education becomes objective,
when the educand responds only to
the stimulus of the educator without
understanding the purpose. It becomes
subjective, when the educand is able to
understand the purpose of the educator by
making it his own or opposing it at times.
Therefore, differing concepts and views
have been expressed by eminent scholars
from Socrates to Plato and from Dewey to
Gandhi. Because of its dynamic nature,
there is no common agreement on the
question of education. As a result, various
kinds of concepts are prevailing such as
Indian, Greek, Western and Islamic.
The entire perceptive of education
in Islam is based on the Holy Qur’an.
According to the Islamic Concept of
education, the learner, being human, is
made up of a dual nature of spirit and
body. The spiritual faculty is known as
the ruh (soul), agl (mind or intellect),
qalb (emotion), or nafs (self) according
to the function that is ascribed to it. Aql
(the faculty of reason), unique to human
beings, elevates them above the rest of
creation. The soul could be elevated to

the noblest of positions but it could also
be debased to the lowest of the low.

The body consists of several faculties
corresponding to the physical senses.
The nature of the learner with regards to
learning has been the subject of study in
psychology. Itis common knowledge that
the learner is inquisitive and flexible and
can be moulded, especially at a tender
age. The learner has physical needs for
food, activity, and sex; social needs for
affection, belonging, and status within a
social group; and spiritual needs relating
to something larger and beyond one’s
self, that is, the need to reach for God.
According to Islamic concept, education
should be accomplished to fulfill the
permissible necessities of humanity in
the next as well as this world. The child,
family, society and institutions should
be circumscribed in order to accomplish
this will.

Muslims were inspired by many
verses of the Holy Qur’anas well as the
prophetic traditions which exhorted them
to seek knowledge as a religious duty and
cheerfully bear hardships, if any, in its
acquisition.

He exhorted the people, ‘to seek ilm /
knowledge even if they had to go as far as
distant China.’

The Holy Qur’an pronounces:

‘Say: Are they equal- those who know
and those who know not’.

The aforesaid verse reiterates the
significance of education and reinforces
the fact that the learned and the
unlearned are not equal. This notion
emphasizes that need of human beings
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for attaining education to a very great
extent. In order to establish its essential
nature and distinguish it from the
various forms of education which think
of when we ordinarily use the term,
we must first of all distinguish between
spontaneous incidental education, and
the planned, organized and formalized
education provided in schools, colleges
and universities. Time and again Holy
Qur’anasks over some relevant symbolic
question on education.

‘Say: Can the blind and the seeing
be deemed equals? Or can light and
darkness be deemed equals?’

There isno doubt, that light symbolizes
knowledge and knowledge corresponds
to education, darkness can be equated
with ignorance and ignorance invariably
leads to absurdity. There was an epoch in
the history of the world which was known
as the Period of Jahiliya or Dark Age -
the period in Arabia before the advent of
Prophet Muhammad. Regularly the Holy
Qur’an ordains that:

‘Why didn’t a group of them go forth
that they may grow in religious
understanding, and that they may
warm their people when they return to
them, so that they may avoid (wrongful
attitudes)?’

Such verses show significance of moulding
agroup of men to specialize in learning. It
also emphasizes that attaining knowledge
and disseminating its virtues are religious
and mandatory as far as Muslims are
concerned. Even though the ideology of
the Muslims gives immense prominence

to learning, they are still lagging behind
in realizing its splendid significance, as
earlier generations perceived.

The concept of Islamic Education,
though perceived in different ways, is
the field that explores educational issues
affecting Muslim communities in a direct
manner. However, a close look at the
contemporary theory and practice of
Islamic Education will reveal that much
of its educational activity is teacher/ text
centered and most of the research in the
field is historical in nature. As such the
field is perceived to be part of classical
Islamic Studies and hence has no real
dialogue with modern Educational
Studies.

There are divergent opinions in
the public sphere with regard to
Islamic learning and institution.
MaulanaAbulA’laMaududi, a renowned
Islamic scholar of the Twentieth Century
observed that a university or any other
educational institution, must remain
subordinate to some cultural entity, and
project the culture to which it is devoted.
To promote education devoid of some
definite ideology has never been the
raison d’ entre of any education system
in the world. Every institution plans
its education programme according to
the ideology and culture to which it
is committed. Thus, learning revolves
around the ideological positions and
the resultant vision envisaged by the
institution. This has become an inevitable
part of the educational system over
the years. Such a system has to run in
accordance with some specific ideology/
theory. But quite often theory and practice
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are in sharp contrast to one another.

Islam is synonymous with learning and
knowledge. Its prime focus is on five key
areas of the knowledge paradigm - access
to knowledge, knowledge concepts,
knowledge-creation, knowledge
application and development of better
knowledge services. The importance of
knowledge may be recognized from the
fact thatit occurs at least 750 times in the
Holy Qur’anand is indicated at numerous
places directly or indirectly through
various words like ‘understanding’,
‘remembering’, ‘thinking’, and
‘reasoning’ etc. The perception of Islamic
education appears entirely different from
that of modern secular education. The
former defines life, as a means to attain
an absolute pleasure in akhira(life after
death) while the latter decides its final
goal as amusement in this world. The
attempt to correlate both the streamsin a
single curriculum took place in the second
half of the twentieth century. An Islamic
idea of learning encompasses both these
perceptives.

There are certain splendid examples
in the State of Kerala. A few educational
managements led by religious
Muslim organizations and individual
managements could produce an excellent
academic track record in the history of
Muslim educational institutions because of
their specific ideological leaning towards
Islamic education. Santhapuramlslamya
College, Malappuram, Farooq College,
Calicut, TKM Engineering and Arts and
Science College, Kollam are the prototypes
of this system of education.

The Islamiya College at Santhapuram

founded half a century ago was a bold step
in the education system combining Islamic
and modernsubjects. Itincludes journalism,
Islamic finance, political science,
philosophy, comparative religion, etc.
The college was then upgraded as Islamic
University recently. Such Institutions
produced many Muslim intellectuals in the
country whose invaluable contributions
have strengthened the community in
manifold ways.

Likewise, modern educational
institutions initiated by Muslim
management and individuals paved the
way for the establishment of some premier
institutions such as Faros College, Calicut
and TKM Engineering College, Kollam. In
the second half of the early decades of the
twentieth century, most of the educated
Muslim officials and Engineers, who
worked in the State and abroad, graduated
from either of those institutions. That is,
a broad minded educational perceptive
could lead the community to the new
horizon of knowledge and development.

Educational Perspective of Islam
- A Universal Recognition

Islam deems human life as one component
and does not authorize it to be alienat-
ed into several compartments. Both the
spiritual and the material aspects are guid -
ed by the same teaching as were revealed
to the prophet. Islam received universal
acceptance because its ideology represents
the divine as scientific. It spread rapidly
in the world within five years of Prophet
Muhammad’s life at Madeena. When he
breathed his last he was ruling over three
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million square kilometers. This area, as
big as Europe excluding Russia, must have
been expanding at the average speed rate
of over 830 km. daily. It took place in the
absence of modern technologies.
Prophet Muhammad was a teacher,
philosopher, guide, administrator,
warrior, above all a prophet of humanity
itself. He trained the mankind to attain the
education irrespective of its disciplines.

‘No Present or gift of a parent, out of
all the gifts presented to the child, is
superior to a good liberal education.
That a man gives a liberal education to
his child, is better for him than that he
gives alarge measure of cornin alms’.

Keeping this view in mind, it will be
relevant to examine the domain of Islamic
education accordingly.

“The ink of the learned will be weighed
against the blood of martyrs on the
Resurrection Day”.

It is quite clear that education and
scholarship are indispensable to humanity
rather than any other accomplishments.
Again the Prophet says;

‘A scholar’s ink is as precious as the
martyr’s blood’.

It has been reported that in Battle of
Badragainst the Quraysh, led by the
Prophet himself, enemies were captured
and the prophet, instead of penalizing
them, asked the literate among them that
each one of them should teach twelve
Muslims. At that juncture he spoke to the
public that ‘Knowledge and learning were
the lost property of the faithful’.

The Muslims of the early period had
great interest in almost all the fields of
learning. The Muslims of Spain in similar
fashion carved out for themselves a place
in their contribution to knowledge at par
with their brethren in the other parts of
the world. There were some distinguished
Universities such as Cordova, Seville,
Granada, and Malaga. These Universities
were the top institutions of learning in the
world at that time, and students from all
over Europe sought admission to these
Universities. ‘Indeed, such institutions
were growing centers of civilization and
intellectual activity. It was there that the
new life arose which was to grow into a
new phase of human evolution.’” Hitty
observed that ‘no people in the middle
ages contributed to human progress as
much as did the Arabs’

Objectives of Education in Islam

Education aims to achieve many
objectives. Its various aspects, such as
the psychology of education, educative
materials, classification of students,
educational managements including
administering of examination, awarding
graduation, methods of teaching are
undoubtedly important in their own place
and play a very significant role in the
whole processes of education.

The most distinctive Islamic objective
in education is to inculcate Faith in the
minds and hearts of the learners. Faith
can correct the behavior of the pupils
and make them lead a life acceptable to
humanity. The learners who follow this
path may get privileged to be in the Unity
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of God and mankind - the two essentials
of Islamic thought.

Objectives, naturally, are high, and
methodology is revised according to
the demands of the age and also to the
means at the disposal of a nation. But the
aims and objectives of education that a
nation sets before it are deeply rooted in
its philosophy of life and can hardly be
changed. A nation dies when it loses its
ideals. Every possible effort is therefore
made to preserve culture and tradition.
Education plays a very significant role in
this regard and the preservation of culture
and tradition which is considered sacred
is achieved through education.

The concept of education inferred from
the primary sources of Islam appears
entirely different from that of modern
general education. Modern education
divorces itself from religion and does
not accept its role as a guiding agency in
every walk of life, while Islamic education
admits the supremacy of religion.

The Holy Qur’an ordinance;

‘This Book touches every aspect of
human life’.

And again declares,
‘Islam is a complete code of life’.

These are the indicatives of the fact that
education must be within the frame work
of Islam. The fundamental dissimilarity
between the two systems of education
is that modern secular education sets
its final goal as happiness in this world,
say, drawing six digits salaries and
other comforts, while Islamic education
considers life, as the means to attain

happiness in Akhirah the life after death
and to obtain eternal peace. This implies
that Islamic education lays stress on
life after death. Islam demolishes the
segregation of secular and religious
education. It pronounces that man is an
inborn slave of Allah; hence His obedience
in every department of life is compulsory
for man. A man can secure spiritual
happiness, even in this worldly life if he
consciously obeys the commands of Allah.
Thus the first clause of Islamic education
is to inculcate in the minds of learners
the concept of the Creator through the
absorption of His attributes. The goal that
Islam sets for education is to make man an
obedient and grateful servant of Allah. It
is believed that the first examination was
conducted among the Angels prior to the
divine creation of Adam, the first man. It
was conducted after a long conversation
between the Almighty and the Angels.
Today, education is a system which
functions effectively in all parts of the
globe. Human life as far as education
is concerned, gives an epistemological
dimension to dissemination of knowledge.
However, one cannot disregard the
recent methodology followed by the
educationalists to administer the
teaching-learning process.

“Read: In the name of thy Lord who
Created man from a clot.

Read and thy Lord is the most
Bounteous, who taught by the pen,
Taught man that which he knew not”

Against this background, it is important
to examine the injunctions of the Holy
Qur’an and the commandments of
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Prophet Muhammad about the pursuit of
education. Islam believes that education
equips humanity to deal with modernity
and also the next world.

In Islam education is meant for
moulding the character of the people.
The early centuries of spreading of Islam
throughout the world inaugurated an Era
of knowledge explosion. It was not a mere
political expansion. It was period of the
flowering of knowledge in various fields
of science, humanities, arts and medicine.
Considerable amount of academic freedom
was given to the ordinary people to
continue their works in the respective
areas especially during the Abbasid’s
period. After the medieval period there was
adecline of knowledge development. The
scholars confined themselves to theology
and religious activities. The Holy Qur’an
touches upon the aims and objectives of
education. It stresses that education is not
merely acquiring knowledge but it is also
the training of men.

Accordingly, it would be of considerable
interests to make a careful examination
of the following issues

1. Does the Holy Qur’an require the
Muslims merely to say the prayers,
i.e. names as a preparation for the
next World and exhort them to
withdraw from worldly pursuits?

2. Did the Prophet preach to his
followers that they acquire only
religious education?

3. Has the tendency of resistance
towards the acquisition of
knowledge been present ever
since the beginning of Islam or did
it originate later?

The three problems mentioned above
had raised many questions on different
occasions. An orthodox group of Ulamas
were so adamant that they advocated
refrain from modern education as they
were afraid that it would undermine the
religious belief and practice. In the Indian
context it became more relevant. In the
second half of the nineteenth century
this concept engulfed the whole country.
Kerala was not free from this whirlpool.
However, this approach dragged Muslim
education in the State at least a century
back in comparison to the forward
communities. Realizing this, there was
a great urge within the community to
initiate a rapid educational drive.

This work attempts to discuss the
factual developments which had occurred
in the history of Muslim Educational
Institutions in Kerala. How far such
aforesaid concepts have been applied with
regard to the inception of such institutions
in the Twentieth Century is discussed in
the following chapters.

In recent times the question of Muslims
education has been an important element
of political and social rhetoric in India.
Several Committees and Commissions
have been appointed to study Muslim
backwardness. The Muslims are
vividly aware of nearly 1,000 years of
Muslim cultural, intellectual, scientific,
technological, and military superiority
that came to an end during the
Renaissance. There followed a period of
Muslim decline and European ascendancy
that persists till today, during much of this
time the newly dominant Europe imposed
its colonial and imperial power over
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the Muslim world. If one retrospect the
global history of traditions, all superior
cultures or ethos have their own instances
of glory merged with some magnificent
educational institutions.

Nevertheless, Muslims could not
sustain such genuine urge of learning in
the declining years. It was in opposition
to the first revelation of the Holy Qur’an’s

pronouncement to read (igra’e). During
the latter part of the nineteenth century,
Muslims learned to adapt themselves to
the changing requirements of the time.
Most Muslims regarded education as
a preparation for life. Keeping this in
mind, emphasis was placed on teaching
technical, scientific and other general
subjects in most of the Muslim countries.
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